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Kelly Griglione
1. Tell us a little about yourself.
Hello! I’m Kelly Griglione, living in a suburb of Chicago, IL with my husband
and two sons. The oldest one is a senior in high school, and although
I’m excited to see what comes next for him, my very sentimental nature
has gotten me dreading this year of “lasts.” Last homecoming dance, last
football game, last Halloween have all come and gone in the last couple
weeks, and it’s been a challenge to wrap my mind around it all. Luckily, my
other son is only in 8th grade so I have more time remaining with him!
2. What is your crafting story?
Rubber stamps appeared on my radar about 20 years ago while attending
a coworker’s DOTS (Dozens of Terrific Stamps) at-home party. At the time,
I was mostly interested in scrapbooking and only mass-produced cards for
Christmas. The two events that converted me into a card maker were 1)
seeing the Papertrey Ink Booth at the Chicago CHA trade show 15 years ago
(had no idea cards could look that clean and well-designed) and 2) starting
my blog in 2012. I originally intended on posting about home decor and
parties, but after just a few posts, I was hooked on cards. The frequent
challenges, design team assignments, publication calls, and supportive
community quickly pulled me in.
3. What is your why?
My grandma instilled a love of crafting in me from a very early age. I always
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looked forward to her visits because she’d bring a different craft for
me to work on. I think of grandma every time I sit down to create.
She loved seeing the joy on people’s faces when she gave them
something handmade, and that’s something I feel as well. It’s a tiny
piece of yourself that you give away.
4. What project has been your favorite or most meaningful to
create?
Argh, like picking your favorite child, how can you?! After much
deliberation, I’m settling on the layered felt card made with the
Jumbo Picks Layering Dies (which is an amazing layering set to have
... all the pieces for each color are cut out at the same time). I love
the texture of felt and how the dies were able to cut the very thin
pieces accurately. Another reason I like this card is because it was
rescued from my scraps pile ... I cut the pieces out a few months
earlier but never put them together, so they sat abandoned. I was
shocked all the pieces except maybe one were still there.

Products Used:
Jumbo Garden Picks Layering Die &
Handwritten Hello Die
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5. How would you describe your personal crafting style?
I’m happiest when I can figure out a new way to use a product. Like
when I used one of the leaf dies from the Leaf Mix Die Set to make
a rainbow flower. Or when I “planted” the Build-A-Flower: Lavender
Layering Stamp & Die Set. Or used the Pen Sketch Mandala Stamp
Set to make a rainbow.

Products Used:
Leaf Mix Die Set

Product Used:
Build-A-Flower: Lavender
Stamp & Die Set

Product Used:
Pen Sketched Mandala
Stamp Set

6. What is your Altenew story?
I first got involved “with Altenew” before Altenew existed. Every
month, I used to link up to the Papertrey Ink blog hop challenge,
and I’d always see Tasnim making some incredibly beautiful and
well-designed card. Then there were a few months when she
didn’t join the challenge, and when I caught up with her again, she
admitted that she was thinking about going into business making
her own stamps. With her eye for detail and impeccable taste, I
knew it would be a success! I first had the opportunity to design
for Altenew with their second release in July 2014. The Geometric
Menagerie Stamp Set was my favorite from that release.
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7. What is your all-time favorite Altenew product?
Another hard one. I’d have to say the Statement Flowers Stamp
Set. It’s beautiful and is a very open design so you have a great
opportunity to try different types of coloring methods. Do a google
search on this set; you’ll see so many different looks.

Products Used:
Statement Flowers Stamp Set

8. Bonus Question: If you could have your own dream-world craft
room, what would it look like?
It would have a ridiculous amount of natural light from a wall of
windows. And be stocked with a thousand A2 card bases all ready
to go!
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